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Public Health Bulletin. 4th July 2017 
Produced by NHS libraries in Thames Valley and Wessex  
 
Please find below a list of news items from the past fortnight that may be of interest to 
those involved in public health. This Bulletin provides topical news and reports of 
relevance to public health teams, community health practitioners and anyone with an 
interest in health promotion.  All content and links are provided for information only and 
we do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any mentioned website or the 
contents of the news items. Please refer to the terms and conditions of the relevant 
website should you wish to reproduce any of the information. 
 
Details of alternative current awareness services which cover more academic/specialist 
sources of information can be found in the section Other Bulletins.  Your local NHS 
library service can assist you in accessing other current awareness services/tailored 
alerts, locating peer reviewed journal articles and answer any other queries you may 
have regarding finding information. 
 
The information about each news item only gives a brief overview so we recommend 
you view the original source by clicking on the title (or Ctrl+Click in the word document). 
 
Please contact your local NHS library service if you no longer wish to receive this 
Bulletin, or if you know of anyone else who would like to join the mailing list. The 
Bulletins are also available on the Thames Valley Public Health Network at: 
http://www.oxsph.org/bulletins.html and the Wessex Public Health Network at:  
http://www.wessexphnetwork.org.uk/resources/public-health-updates.aspx  
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Chronic conditions 
 
Should the long-term ill have free prescriptions? 
Thursday 29th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Prescriptions in England should be free to everyone with a long-term medical condition, 
the Prescription Charges Coalition campaign group says. 
 
Tick saliva 'gold mine' blocks killer heart condition 
Tuesday 27th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
The saliva from ticks could be used to treat a dangerous kind of heart disease that can 
cause sudden death in young people, scientists say. 
 
Magnets used to control flickering eyes 
Monday 26th June 2017   Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Doctors have successfully implanted magnets behind a patient's eyes to treat a 
condition which causes eyes to flicker or wobble involuntarily. 

 
Report on transition of care between childhood and adulthood for people with 
diabetes 
Monday 26 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

A new report that charts the care of young people with Type-1 diabetes as they move 
from paediatric to adult services was published for the first time recently (23 June 2017) 
by NHS Digital. 

Two new medicines recommended for the treatment of chronic hepatitis C 
Monday 26 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 
 
The European Medicines Agency has recommended granting marketing authorisations 
in the European Union (EU) for Maviret and Vosevi, two new medicines indicated for the 
treatment of chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection in adults.  

HCV infection is a major public health challenge. It affects between 0.4% and 3.5% of 
the population in different EU Member States and is the most common single cause of 
liver transplantation in the EU. Approximately 15 million people are chronically infected 
with HCV throughout Europe. 

 
State of the art cancer-treating cyclotron arrives at UK’s first high energy proton 
beam centre at The Christie 
Friday 23 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV  http://www.wired-gov.net 
 
A state of the art proton beam therapy machine, the ‘cyclotron’, will be installed at the 
specialist cancer hospital The Christie in Manchester today, marking a major milestone 
in a national NHS plan to provide high energy proton beam therapy in the UK from next 
year. 

 

Communicable diseases 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40431800
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40408536
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40380683
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Report+on+transition+of+care+between+childhood+and+adulthood+for+people+with+diabetes+26062017153200?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Report+on+transition+of+care+between+childhood+and+adulthood+for+people+with+diabetes+26062017153200?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Two+new+medicines+recommended+for+the+treatment+of+chronic+hepatitis+C+26062017115300?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Two+new+medicines+recommended+for+the+treatment+of+chronic+hepatitis+C+26062017115300?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/State+of+the+art+cancertreating+cyclotron+arrives+at+UKs+first+high+energy+proton+beam+centre+at+The+Christie+23062017161500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/State+of+the+art+cancertreating+cyclotron+arrives+at+UKs+first+high+energy+proton+beam+centre+at+The+Christie+23062017161500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
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New research on preventing the spread of norovirus 
Thursday 29 June 2017    Source: FSA https://www.food.gov.uk   

FSA has published research carried out by Ipsos MORI, Food handlers and norovirus 
transmission: Social science insights. This study aimed to help stop the 'winter vomiting 
bug' norovirus from spreading, by understanding and improving food handler 
behaviours. 

 

Diet & nutrition 

 
UK needs to rethink way it eats in order to meet Paris Agreement targets 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  

WWF launches new report that offers practical dietary guidelines that could help keep 
global warming well below 2°C as agreed in the Paris Agreement 

Food Standards Agency brings together the Northern Ireland food industry to 
increase healthier food and drink choices for consumers 
Tuesday 27 June 2017     Source: FSA https://www.food.gov.uk   

The Food Standards Agency is gathering together businesses from across Northern 
Ireland to urge them to make the food and drink they produce and serve healthier. The 
call - aimed at improving people’s health - encourages and supports the industry to take 
action in reducing the amount of salt, fat and sugar in food. 

Environmental health 
 
'Ban parents from leaving engines on', says guidance 
Friday 30th June 2017    Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Parents should be banned from leaving the car running while waiting outside school 
gates, to cut air pollution, according to official health guidance. 
 
'Contaminated air' on planes linked to health problems 
Wednesday 21st June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 
"Toxic fumes in aircraft cabins could cause serious health problems, scientists warn," 
reports The Sun. This is based on a UK study investigating air contamination on aircraft 
and its possible effects on the health of pilots and cabin crew. 
 
Ordnance Survey to map out greener communities at NWG Innovation Festival 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net    

Ordnance Survey will lead a group of businesses, academics, students and members of 
the public in a week-long challenge to identify ways of improving the environment. The 
focus on how businesses can contribute towards greener communities comes as part of 
Northumbrian Water Group’s (NWG) Innovation Festival, which will bring together some 
of the world’s leading businesses to tackle major social and environmental challenges. 

https://www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/news/2017/16303/new-research-on-preventing-the-spread-of-norovirus
https://www.food.gov.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/WWF+UK+needs+to+rethink+way+it+eats+in+order+to+meet+Paris+Agreement+targets+27062017124000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-06/Eating%20for%202%20degrees_Full_Report.pdf
https://www.food.gov.uk/northern-ireland/news-updates/news/2017/16282/food-standards-agency-brings-together-the-northern-ireland-food-industry-to-increase-healthier-food-and-drink-choices-for-consumers
https://www.food.gov.uk/northern-ireland/news-updates/news/2017/16282/food-standards-agency-brings-together-the-northern-ireland-food-industry-to-increase-healthier-food-and-drink-choices-for-consumers
https://www.food.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40431351
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/Contaminated-air-on-planes-linked-to-health-problems.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Ordnance+Survey+to+map+out+greener+communities+at+NWG+Innovation+Festival+27062017131500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
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Tube to get cleaner air 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

The Mayor has launched a new plan to improve air quality on London Underground. 

UK takes centre stage in global marine protection 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV  http://www.wired-gov.net 

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey yesterday set out how the UK continues to play a 
leading role in protecting the world’s oceans and turning the tide on marine litter. 

Lorry emissions checks to start at the roadside 
Monday 26 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

From August 2017, roadside checks of lorries carried out by the Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) will include an emissions check. 

What caused the record UK winter rainfall of 2013-14? 
Monday 26 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

Unusual conditions in the tropics and stratosphere gave rise to the very wet winter of 
2013-14, in which there was damaging flooding in many parts of England. Climate 
change made a secondary contribution by increasing the moisture holding capacity of 
the atmosphere. 

The future of cross-London travel arrives 
Friday 23 June 2017    Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

Customers have given their first chance to travel on the state-of-the-art trains that will 
serve the Elizabeth line when the new rail tunnels open through central London in 
December next year. 

Ozone air pollution alert  
Thursday 22 June 2017    Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net     

A high pressure system persisting over the UK has brought warm and still conditions, 
resulting in increased ground level ozone. A number of sites in the UK have exceeded 
the EU ozone public information threshold of 180µg/m3. 

Emergency planning 
 
The defibrillator drone that can beat ambulance times 
Thursday 29th June 2017    Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
A drone which could deliver a defibrillator to a person suffering from a cardiac arrest is 
being tested by the Karolinska Institute in Sweden. 
 

Health protection 

Heartburn drugs linked to premature death 
Tuesday 4th July 2017 Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/news/  

https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Tube+to+get+cleaner+air+27062017151000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/UK+takes+centre+stage+in+global+marine+protection+27062017102037?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Lorry+emissions+checks+to+start+at+the+roadside+26062017162000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/What+caused+the+record+UK+winter+rainfall+of+201314+26062017080500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/The+future+of+crossLondon+travel+arrives+23062017092500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Ozone+air+pollution+alert+22062017162549
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Ozone+air+pollution+alert+22062017162549
http://www.wired-gov.net/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/technology-40360164/the-defibrillator-drone-that-can-beat-ambulance-times
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/07July/Pages/Heartburn-drugs-linked-to-premature-death.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/news/
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"Millions of people taking common heartburn and indigestion medications could be at an 
increased risk of death," The Guardian reports after a US study found people taking 
proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) had a slightly higher risk of death than the control group. 

Hepatitis A infection: prevention and control guidance (updated) 
Thursday 29 June 2017      Source: NICE  www.nice.org.uk 
 
The guidance from 2009 has been updated following a review of the current 
epidemiology of hepatitis A in England and Wales and a review of the literature on the 
efficacy of human normal immunoglobulin and hepatitis A vaccine for post-exposure 
prophylaxis.  
 
Bereaved parents warn teenagers over meningitis risk 
Monday 3rd July 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Parents who lost a teenager to meningitis are warning other parents to ensure their 
children are vaccinated against the disease. 
 
'Painless' flu vaccine skin patch shows promise  
Wednesday 28th June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 
"A 'painless' sticking plaster flu jab that delivers vaccine into the skin has passed 
important safety tests in the first trial in people," BBC News reports. Results of a small 
phase 1 trial were encouraging, with no serious side effects reported. 

More people who can get the flu jab for free should be vaccinated, says NICE 
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 
Tuesday 27 June 2017    Source:  Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

NICE is calling for people who are eligible for free flu vaccination to be offered it at every 
opportunity. New draft guidance from NICE highlights the need to educate people that 
having a flu vaccination each year is the single best way of protecting against catching 
or spreading flu. 
 

Health services administration 
 
Why do England and NI have 'opt-in' organ donation? 
Friday 30th June 2017            Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 

How you decide what happens to your organs after death depends on where you live in 
the UK. So what is the current system and what might change? 
 
Routine GP services, seven days a week, only wanted by small proportion of 
patients, says RCGP 
Mon 26 June 2017   Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 
http://www.rcgp.org.uk 
 
Professor Helen Stokes-Lampard, Chair of the RCGP, has responded to new research 
which shows that many Sunday GP appointments are going unfilled across England.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hepatitis-a-infection-prevention-and-control-guidance#history
http://www.nice.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40482500
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/Painless-flu-vaccine-skin-patch-shows-promise.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/More+people+who+can+get+the+flu+jab+for+free+should+be+vaccinated+says+NICE+27062017091500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/More+people+who+can+get+the+flu+jab+for+free+should+be+vaccinated+says+NICE+27062017091500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-phg96/consultation/html-content
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40456253
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/routine-gp-services-seven-days-a-week-only-wanted-by-small-proportion-of-patients-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/routine-gp-services-seven-days-a-week-only-wanted-by-small-proportion-of-patients-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
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Patients Association responds to rising dissatisfaction with the NHS 
Tuesday 27 June 2017    Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

The Patients Association has responded with concern to the findings of the BMA’s latest 
survey of public opinion on the NHS. 

 NHS England kicks off international search for ground-breaking patient-care 
innovations 
Monday 26 June 2017    Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

NHS England’s Chief Executive Simon Stevens has issued a call for the world’s best 
healthcare innovations to improve frontline patient care, including in mental health 
services and GP practices. 

NHS workforce of the future 
Thursday 22 June 2017    Source:  Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

Applications for Scotland’s first graduate-level course offering existing graduates a new 
route into medicine will open in September, Scottish Health Secretary Shona Robison 
has confirmed. 
 
NHS Expenditure 
Wednesday 21 June 2017   Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 

Expenditure on the NHS has risen rapidly and consistently since it was established on 
5th July 1948. In the first full year of its operation, the Government spent £11.4bn on 
health in the UK. In 2015/16, the figure was over ten times that amount: £138.7bn. 
Documents include NHS expenditure since 1948; summary of the structure of the NHS 
and how it is financed. 

Any cuts to GP training will threaten future GP workforce, says RCGP 
Wed 21 June 2017 Source: Royal College of General Practitioners www.rcgp.org.uk 
 
Professor Helen Stokes-Lampard has responded to comments about Health Education 
England's (HEE) cuts to training support for GP trainees. 
 
UK Public Health Network's weekly Brexit reading list: 19/06/2017  
Wednesday 21 June 2017   Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The UK Public Health Network, compiles this spreadsheet each Monday to gather the 
week's publications on Brexit that are likely to be of relevance and interest to public 
health communities. Articles are included without prejudice. 
 
HIV & AIDS 
 
HIV researchers win award for cutting teenage infection risks 
Thursday 22 June 2017   Source: Economic and Social Research Council 
http://www.esrc.ac.uk 

Almost two million girls in 10 African countries have avoided contracting HIV/AIDs since 
2016 thanks to award-winning research into HIV prevention. 

https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Patients+Association+responds+to+rising+dissatisfaction+with+the+NHS+27062017104000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/NHS+England+kicks+off+international+search+for+groundbreaking+patientcare+innovations+26062017101000?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/NHS+England+kicks+off+international+search+for+groundbreaking+patientcare+innovations+26062017101000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/NHS+workforce+of+the+future+22062017100500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN00724
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN00724
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/any-cuts-to-gp-training-will-threaten-future-gp-workforce-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=e610022366&e=c019459da9
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/news/news-items/hiv-researchers-win-award-for-cutting-teenage-infection-risks/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
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Infant & child health 
 
The 'Babypod' carrier that comes with an F1 pedigree 
Tuesday 4th July 2017            Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Formula 1 technology has had an impact in many other sectors, from aeronautics to 
cycling, public transport to data analytics, but now Williams has come up with a hi-tech 
carrier for critically ill new-born babies. 
 
Suntans on children 'are not healthy' 
Tuesday 27th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 

A suntan is a sign of skin damage, not glowing health, NHS England and the Met Office 
are reminding parents in Britain just days after a heatwave. A survey suggests a third of 
parents mistakenly believe going brown is good for children. 

Research highlights parents' relaxed attitude to sun safety 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

New research, released day by the Met Office in conjunction with the NHS England 
#CoverUpMate skin cancer campaign, has revealed a worryingly relaxed attitude 
towards sun care amongst many parents of young children.  
 

Mental health 
 

Mental Health Foundation welcomes launch of Thrive LDN 
Tues 4 July 2017  Source: Mental Health Foundation https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk 
 
Today the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan launches Thrive LDN, a city-wide movement to 
improve the mental health of all Londoners. 
 
Brain training app used to treat memory condition 
Monday 3rd July 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 

"Brain training games boost the memory and may reduce the risk of dementia, 
new research suggests," The Daily Telegraph reports. 
 

Antidepressant figures could indicate reduced mental health stigma in society, 
says RCGP 
Thursday 29 June 2017   Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk 

 

Responding to new figures on rates of antidepressants being dispensed in the 
community, Professor Helen Stokes-Lampard, Chair of the RCGP, said: “These figures 
look at medications dispensed in the community, not necessarily prescribed by GPs or 
other prescribers in primary care – but when GPs do prescribe antidepressants, it will 
have been after a full and frank discussion with the patient in front of them, based on 
their unique circumstances, and taking into account the physical, psychological and 
social factors potentially affecting their health…” 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-40481095
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40407734
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Research+highlights+parents+relaxed+attitude+to+sun+safety+27062017162500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/news/thrive-london-launch
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/07July/Pages/Brain-training-app-used-to-treat-memory-condition.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/antidepressant-figures-could-indicate-reduced-mental-health-stigma-in-society-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/antidepressant-figures-could-indicate-reduced-mental-health-stigma-in-society-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
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Can magnesium help depression – or is it just a placebo? 
Thursday 29th June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 

"Over-the-counter magnesium tablets significantly improve depression in just two weeks, 
new research reveals," the Mail Online reports. A small study found that people taking 
the supplements – on top of their existing treatment – reported an improvement in 
depression symptoms. 
 
Spotting the earliest signs of Alzheimer's 
Monday 26th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Work is about to begin on a new study to find the earliest signs of Alzheimer's disease, 
many years before symptoms like memory loss and confusion become obvious. 
 
Secondary school staff get mental health 'first aid' training  
Wednesday 28 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

From June 2017, teachers in secondary schools around the country will take part in a 
new training programme to help them identify and respond to early signs of mental 
health issues in children. 

PM: mental health training for teachers will "make a real difference to children's 
lives" 
Wednesday 28 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  

The government has pledged that every secondary school in the country will be offered 
Mental Health First Aid training by 2020. 

NHS England announces new sites to redesign mental health services and cut out 
of area placements 
Friday 23 June 2017  Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

NHS England has announced a new tranche of sites to test new approaches to 
delivering mental health services – cutting the number of people travelling long 
distances for care. 
 
New mental health arts award announced for Edinburgh Fringe 
Thurs 22 June 2017  Source: Mental Health Foundation https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk   
 
The Mental Health Foundation is to present a new award at the 2017 Edinburgh Fringe 
in recognition of the show that most successfully explores the subject of mental health. 
  
Care system not to blame for children being more at risk of mental health issues 

Thurs 22 June 2017   Source: Economic and Social Research Council 
http://www.esrc.ac.uk  

Being in care is not the only reason why 'looked after' children are more likely to have 
mental health difficulties than others in the wider population, according to new research 
from the University of York.  

Obesity 

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/Can-magnesium-help-depression–or-is-it-just-a-placebo.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40353881
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Secondary+school+staff+get+mental+health+first+aid+training+28062017081000
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/PM+mental+health+training+for+teachers+will+make+a+real+difference+to+childrens+lives+28062017121400?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/PM+mental+health+training+for+teachers+will+make+a+real+difference+to+childrens+lives+28062017121400?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/NHS+England+announces+new+sites+to+redesign+mental+health+services+and+cut+out+of+area+placements+23062017151500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/NHS+England+announces+new+sites+to+redesign+mental+health+services+and+cut+out+of+area+placements+23062017151500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/news/new-mental-health-arts-award-announced-edinburgh-fringe
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/news/news-items/care-system-not-to-blame-for-children-being-more-at-risk-of-mental-health-issues/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
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Overweight teen boys have increased risk of stroke in later life 
Thursday 29th June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 

"Boys who get fat in their teenage years are much more likely to suffer a life-
threatening stroke as an adult, experts today warned," The Sun reports. 
 
Adolescent obesity and related behaviours: trends and inequalities in the WHO 
European Region, 2002-2014  
Wednesday 21 Jun 2017   Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The report Adolescent obesity and related behaviours: trends and inequalities in the 
WHO European Region, 2002-2014 presents the latest trends in obesity, eating 
behaviours, physical activity and sedentary behaviour. 
 

Older people 
 
UK needs pre-funded healthcare system to tackle demographic time bomb 
Tuesday 4 Jul 2017   Source:  Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 
 
The UK has an ever-ageing population, with the ratio of people in retirement age to 
people of working age set to rise further. Currently there are 28 retirees for every 100 of 
working age. By 2064 this number will rise to 47 for every 100. A discussion paper from 
the  Institute of Economic Affairs says blaming the financial problems of the NHS on 
unhealthy lifestyles no longer stands up to scrutiny. 
 
'I book home care for my mum online' 
Tuesday 4th July 2017            Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Louisa Bravery's mum, Peggy, lives in the family home and loves everyday life with her 
grandchildren. But she needs a little personal care when other members of the family 
are out at school or work. Louisa wasn't sure where to turn to organise things but 
discovered she could book her mother's care using an online service. 
 
Sex link to older people's brain power, says study 
Thursday 22nd June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 
"Sex is the key to staying sharp in old age," reports the Mail Online after researchers 
found older people who have regular sex scored better on two of five brain tests. 
 
 

Physical activity 
 
Sit Less, Move More, Sleep Well: Active play guidelines for under-fives  
Wednesday 21 June 2017   Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The Ministry of Health, New Zealand Government, have published these Guidelines to 
provide population health advice to support health practitioners, early childhood 
educators, regional sports trusts and others who provide advice to parents, caregivers 
and whānau or families on physical activity for children under five years of age. 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/Overweight-teen-boys-have-increased-risk-of-stroke-in-later-life.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=383c2e0040&e=c019459da9
http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=383c2e0040&e=c019459da9
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/nutrition/publications/2017/adolescent-obesity-and-related-behaviours-trends-and-inequalities-in-the-who-european-region,-20022014
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/IEA+UK+needs+prefunded+healthcare+system+to+tackle+demographic+time+bomb+04072017093500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/IEA+UK+needs+prefunded+healthcare+system+to+tackle+demographic+time+bomb+04072017093500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://iea.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/A-Piggy-Bank-for-Healthcare.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40444169
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/sex-linked-to-older-peoples-brain-power-says-study.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=2ac5c08c0a&e=c019459da9
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
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Prison health 
 
Mental health in prisons  
Friday 30 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  

Government does not know how many people in prison have a mental illness, how much 
it is spending on mental health in prisons or whether it is achieving its objectives. It is 
therefore hard to see how Government can be achieving value for money in its efforts to 
improve the mental health and well being of prisoners, according to a report by the 
National Audit Office.  

Safety & accident prevention 
 
Lincolnshire children protected from cleaning product injuries in RoSPA 
campaign 
Tuesday 4 July 2017    Source: ROSPA https://www.rospa.com/  
 
Families in Lincolnshire are being urged by the Royal Society for the Prevention 
Accidents (RoSPA) to take action to protect their children from the risks of household 
cleaning products. 
The latest phase of the Take Action Today, Put Them Away campaign, funded by the 
UK Cleaning Products Industry Association (UKCPI), is being launched on Wednesday 
(July 5) at Central Children’s Centre, Lincoln. 
 
Grenfell Tower fire: Three hospitals fail fire safety checks 
Tuesday 4th July 2017    Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/  
 
Three hospitals in England have failed fire safety checks ordered in the aftermath of the 
Grenfell Tower fire. 
 
Announcement of Moore-Bick inquiry 
Thursday 29 June 2017   Source: ROSPA https://www.rospa.com/  

Roger Bibbings MBE, partnerships consultant and former occupational safety adviser at 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA), said: “With today’s 
announcement of the appointment of Sir Martin James Moore-Bick PC to lead the public 
inquiry into the Grenfell Tower fire, the formal process to find answers to the many 
important and systemic questions that this terrible incident has generated can now begin 
in earnest. RoSPA welcomes the start of this absolutely vital process. 

Call to end “one in, three out” deregulation gains wide support 
Wednesday 28 June 2017   Source: ROSPA https://www.rospa.com  
 
More than 800 organisations and individuals have now signed an open letter to Prime 
Minister Theresa May, challenging arbitrary deregulation of health and safety. 

CQC writes to care homes, hospices and independent hospitals to encourage 
them to review their fire safety checks 
Tuesday 27 June 2017    Source: CQC http://www.cqc.org.uk  
 

https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Mental+health+in+prisons+30062017093000
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/mental-health-in-prisons/
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1530
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1530
https://www.rospa.com/
http://www.rospa.com/homesafety/adviceandinformation/childsafety/household-cleaning-products.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40485726
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1529
https://www.rospa.com/
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1528
https://www.rospa.com/
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/stories/cqc-writes-care-homes-hospices-independent-hospitals-encourage-them-review-their-fire
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/stories/cqc-writes-care-homes-hospices-independent-hospitals-encourage-them-review-their-fire
http://www.cqc.org.uk/
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The CQC has written to providers of care homes, hospices and independent hospitals, 
as well as their representative bodies, to encourage them to review their fire safety 
checks to ensure they are up to date, understood and applied consistently. 

Warning signal needed in general practice to protect patient safety, says RCGP 
Mon 26 June 2017    Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 
http://www.rcgp.org.uk 
 
Professor Helen Stokes-Lampard, Chair of the RCGP, has responded to proposals from 
the British Medical Association to create a "black alert" system for overstretched GP 
practices.  

Don't put yourself in weather danger: check out our updated regional mountain 
forecasts 
Saturday 24 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV  http://www.wired-gov.net  

Half of people across the UK (49%) now consider themselves ‘outdoor enthusiasts’ 
according to new research released by the Met Office. However, many are still getting 
caught out by the weather, leading to potentially dangerous situations.  
 
Public health advice following the Grenfell Tower fire  
Thursday 22 June 2017  Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  

Health advice from Public Health England following last week's fire in Grenfell Tower. 

 
UK Government urged to end health and safety deregulation following Grenfell 
Tower blaze 
Wednesday 21 June 2017    Source: ROSPA https://www.rospa.com/  

The UK Government has been urged to scrap its approach to deregulation of health and 
safety legislation in light of the Grenfell Tower blaze. 

NHS Foundation Trust fined over patient death 
Thursday 22 June 2017     Source: HSE http://www.hse.gov.uk  

Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust has been fined for health and 
safety failings after a patient fell to his death.  

Screening 
 
RCGP recognises the potential value of genomics to transform health outcomes 
and save lives 
Tuesday 4 July 2017   Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk 

 

Professor Helen Stokes-Lampard, Chair of the Royal College of GPs, has welcomed a 
new report by the Chief Medical Officer Dame Sally Davies on genomics and its 
potential for NHS care. 
 
Chief medical officer calls for gene testing revolution 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/warning-signal-needed-for-overworked-gps-to-protect-patient-safety-says-rcgp.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Dont+put+yourself+in+weather+danger+check+out+our+updated+regional+mountain+forecasts+24062017071000?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Dont+put+yourself+in+weather+danger+check+out+our+updated+regional+mountain+forecasts+24062017071000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Public+health+advice+following+the+Grenfell+Tower+fire+22062017132300
http://www.wired-gov.net/
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1526
https://www.rospa.com/Media-Centre/Press-Office/Press-Releases/detail.aspx?id=1526
https://www.rospa.com/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/nhs-foundation-trust-fined-over-patient-death-2/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/july/rcgp-recognises-the-potential-value-of-genomics-to-transform-health-outcomes-and-save-lives.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/july/rcgp-recognises-the-potential-value-of-genomics-to-transform-health-outcomes-and-save-lives.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40479533
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Tuesday 4th July 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Cancer patients should be routinely offered DNA tests to help select the best treatments 
for them, according to England's chief medical officer. 
 

Sexual health 
 
Hepatitis A among gay & bisexual men 
Wednesday 21 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  
 
Public Health England (PHE) is urging gay and bisexual men to take extra precautions 
against infection of hepatitis A, as cases are increasingly reported in the community. 
Those attending World Pride in Madrid are encouraged to visit their genitourinary 
medicine (GUM) clinic to request the vaccine. 
 

Smoking 
 
The truth about cancer. Taking On Tobacco - Lung Cancer in Uruguay  
Wednesday 21 June 2017   Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The BBC has produced a podcast on smoking and cancer in Uruguay. For more than 65 
years we have known that smoking kills. So how can it be that a Mexican wave of 
tobacco use, disease and death is heading at breakneck speed towards the world's 
poorest people? Millions will die of lung cancer and it is hard to grasp that this is a 
largely preventable disease. Uruguay in South America could hold the key to breaking 
this wave. 
 

Social & economic issues 
 

Vulnerable told to expect cuts to council care 
Wednesday 28th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 

The elderly and disabled in England are being told to expect cuts to care services and 
rises in charges after council chiefs unveiled spending plans. 

Cladding sample testing update 
Monday 26 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV  http://www.wired-gov.net 

The number of high rise buildings which have failed a combustibility test is now 60 
across 25 local authority areas 
 
Researcher's first project prompts new EU approach to fuel poverty 
Thursday 22 June 2017   Source: Economic and Social Research Council 
http://www.esrc.ac.uk  

A PhD student’s early research has provided the European Union (EU) with a new tool 
for measuring fuel poverty and gathered European-wide momentum behind helping the 
54 million European households that currently struggle to heat and power their homes. 

Child poverty still on Welsh Government agenda 
Thursday 22 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV  http://www.wired-gov.net 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Hepatitis+A+among+gay+and+bisexual+men+21062017111000?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=f018ff6280&e=c019459da9
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40416105
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Cladding+sample+testing+update+26062017170554?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/news/news-items/researcher-s-first-project-prompts-new-eu-approach-to-fuel-poverty/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Child+poverty+still+on+Welsh+Government+agenda+22062017110500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/


13 
 

Communities and Children’s Secretary, Carl Sargeant, yesterday said a whole 
government approach to tackling inequality is essential to alleviating child poverty. 
 
Warm and Healthy Homes Fund 
Wednesday 21 June 2017  Source: UK Health Forum www.ukhealthforum.org.uk  

Energy Action for Scotland (EAS) received funding to deliver the Warm and Healthy 
Homes Fund in Scotland, part of a £26.2 million Health and Innovation Programme, 
which brought affordable warmth to over 6,000 fuel poor and vulnerable households in 
Scotland, Wales and England. 

Statistics 
 
FPA welcomes further drop in teenage pregnancy rate in Scotland 
Tuesday 4th July 2017     Source: FPA http://www.fpa.org.uk 
 
FPA has welcomed the further drop in teenage pregnancy rates in Scotland but called 
for investment in sexual and reproductive health services and warned that there is more 
work to be done to tackle regional variations in the rate. 
 
FGM: More than 5,000 new cases in England 
Tuesday 4th July 2017            Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
The NHS in England recorded 5,391 new cases of female genital mutilation (FGM) in the 
past year, data reveals. 
 
 
Spike in summer hay fever cases, show RCGP figures 
Friday 30 June 2017   Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 
http://www.rcgp.org.uk 

Hay fever cases in England have reached their highest level so far this year, and are just 
under 50% higher compared to this time in 2016, the latest weekly figures from the 
Royal College of General Practitioners’ Research and Surveillance Centre show. 

FSA publishes local authority food law enforcement data 
Thursday 29 June 2017  Source: Food Standards Agency https://www.food.gov.uk  

The FSA has today published interim food law enforcement data by local authorities 
across the UK for the year 2016/17. The information has been provided by local 
authorities and compiled by the FSA, and gives a detailed breakdown of food law 
enforcement activity. 

Homelessness and Housing Options Statistics Published 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net  

In the National and Official Statistics for Scotland homelessness applications and the 
number assessed as homeless or likely to become homeless within two months both 
reduced during 2016/17. However, the number of households in temporary 
accommodation continues to increase. 

http://ukhealthforum.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35da320da9c3ba890fa153f6&id=9314450c69&e=c019459da9
http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk/
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/fpa-welcomes-further-drop-teenage-pregnancy-rate-scotland
http://www.fpa.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-40491311
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2017/june/spike-in-summer-hay-fever-cases-show-rcgp-figures.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-updates/news/2017/16293/fsa-publishes-local-authority-enforcement-data-and-laems
https://www.food.gov.uk/
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Homelessness+and+Housing+Options+Statistics+Published+27062017130500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
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Homeless numbers shine spotlight on broken housing market 
Friday 23 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 

Thousands of households are currently living in temporary accommodation away from 
their local area, according to the Government's statutory homelessness stats for the first 
quarter of 2017, released on 22 June. 

 

Women’s health 
 
Some women in the UK still unaware of cervical screening 
Friday 30th June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 

"Nearly a quarter of women who don't make cervical screening appointments are 
unaware that the process even exists, according to a UK survey," BBC News 
reports. 
 
Northern Ireland women to get abortion funding 
Thursday 29th June 2017  Source: BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 
Women from Northern Ireland will be able to get abortions on the NHS in England, the 
chancellor has announced. 
 
Government announce vital funding, but still far to go for abortion rights in 
Northern Ireland  
Thursday 29th June 2017     Source: FPA http://www.fpa.org.uk  
  
In a landmark decision for women’s rights, the government has announced that it will be 
taking a significant step to correct a historic injustice by agreeing to fund abortion 
services for women travelling from Northern Ireland. 
 
Belfast court abortion ruling makes Queen's speech amendment even more 
important  
Thursday 29th June 2017     Source: FPA http://www.fpa.org.uk   
 
FPA is deeply disappointed following the decision of the Court of Appeal in Belfast to 
allow an appeal by Northern Ireland’s Attorney General and the Department of Justice. 
The court ruled that it is up for the Northern Ireland Assembly to decide on abortion law 
reform. 
 
Over 50 MPs, MLAs and peers call for NHS-funded abortions for women travelling 
from Northern Ireland  
Wednesday 28th June 2017    Source: FPA http://www.fpa.org.uk   

Today, over 50 cross-party policymakers have signed a letter supported by sexual 
health charity FPA, BPAS, the Royal College of Midwives and the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, 

FPA welcomes MPs’ call for women in Northern Ireland to access NHS-funded 
abortion care  
Friday 23 June 2017    Source: FPA http://www.fpa.org.uk   

https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Homeless+numbers+shine+spotlight+on+broken+housing+market+23062017152500?open
http://www.wired-gov.net/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2017/06June/Pages/Some-women-in-the-UK-still-unaware-of-cervical-screening.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-40438390
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/government-announce-vital-funding-still-far-go-abortion-rights-northern-ireland
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/government-announce-vital-funding-still-far-go-abortion-rights-northern-ireland
http://www.fpa.org.uk/
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/belfast-court-abortion-ruling-makes-queens-speech-amendment-even-more-important
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/belfast-court-abortion-ruling-makes-queens-speech-amendment-even-more-important
http://www.fpa.org.uk/
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/over-50-mps-mlas-and-peers-call-nhs-funded-abortions-women-travelling-northern-ireland
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/over-50-mps-mlas-and-peers-call-nhs-funded-abortions-women-travelling-northern-ireland
http://www.fpa.org.uk/
http://www.fpa.org.uk/sites/default/files/letter-to-jeremy-hunt-mp-27-june-2017.pdf
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/fpa-welcomes-mps-call-women-northern-ireland-access-nhs-funded-abortion-care
http://www.fpa.org.uk/news/fpa-welcomes-mps-call-women-northern-ireland-access-nhs-funded-abortion-care
http://www.fpa.org.uk/
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FPA welcomes Stella Creasy MP’s proposed amendment to the Queen’s Speech, tabled 
today, which would commit the government to provide funding for women from Northern 
Ireland travelling to have an abortion in England and Wales. 
 
GPs doing very best for new mothers but need more time and resources, says 
RCGP 
Thursday 22 June 2017   Source: Royal College of General Practitioners 
http://www.rcgp.org.uk  
 
Responding to the NCT’s ‘Hidden Half’ report, launched today, ‘Professor Helen Stokes-
Lampard, Chair of the Royal College of GPs, said: “The routine six-week postnatal 
check, offered to all new mothers after giving birth, is an important opportunity for GPs 
and new mothers to discuss issues around mental health and wellbeing – and begin to 
address any resulting concerns. 
 

Workplace health 
 
New collaborative report on employment and ageing in the EU 
Monday 3 July 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 
 
Four EU agencies have worked together to produce a report on age-friendly work in the 
EU. EIGE looks at the situation for the ageing workforce through a gender lens. 
 
Middle-aged office workers 'sit down more' than OAPs 
Tuesday 27th June 2017         Source: NHS Choices: http://www.nhs.uk/ 
 
"Middle-aged male office workers 'more sedentary than over-75-year-olds'," The Daily 
Telegraph reports. 
 
 
Hi-rise workplaces must also be tested for safety 
Tuesday 27 June 2017   Source: Wired-GOV http://www.wired-gov.net 
 
The TUC today welcomed the announcement by the government that cladding on 
hospitals and schools will be tested for safety following the Grenfell Tower tragedy. 
However the TUC is concerned that no guidance has been given to other employers 
who may have staff working in high-rise buildings. 
 

Local news: [] 
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This is a weekly Bulletin that details original articles in the BMJ, JAMA, New England Journal of 
Medicine and The Lancet, Annals of Internal Medicine and Annals of Emergency Medicine 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/rss-newsfeed-menu/medicine/big-four-bulletin/ 
 

 

Daily Health Bulletin 
The Daily Health Bulletin is produced by the Knowledge Service of the West and South Yorkshire 
and Bassetlaw Commissioning Support Unit. 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/daily-health-bulletin/ 
 

 

Healthcare Public Health 
 

Monthly bulletin containing news and information about key public health issues including health 
service commissioning, updates from Public Health England, local authorities, Faculty of Public 
Health and others agencies, resources and good practice.  
 

http://www.healthcarepublichealth.net/newsletters.php 
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The PHE Bulletin is issued monthly and contains public health news and information. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/phe-bulletin 
 

 

Public Health and Social Care Bulletin 
This is published weekly and created by Kent & Medway Public Health Observatory. It provides an 
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