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Public Health Bulletin. 9th February 2016 
Produced by NHS libraries in Thames Valley and Wessex  
 
Please find below a list of news items from the past fortnight that may be of interest to 
those involved in public health. This Bulletin provides topical news and reports of 
relevance to public health teams, community health practitioners and anyone with an 
interest in health promotion.  All content and links are provided for information only and 
we do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any mentioned website or the 
contents of the news items. Please refer to the terms and conditions of the relevant 
website should you wish to reproduce any of the information. 
 
Details of alternative current awareness services which cover more academic/specialist 
sources of information can be found in the section Other Bulletins.  Your local NHS 
library service can assist you in accessing other current awareness services/tailored 
alerts, locating peer reviewed journal articles and answer any other queries you may 
have regarding finding information. 
 
The information about each news item only gives a brief overview so we recommend 
you view the original source by clicking on the title (or Ctrl+Click in the word document). 
 
Please contact your local NHS library service if you no longer wish to receive this 
Bulletin, or if you know of anyone else who would like to join the mailing list. The 
Bulletins are also available on the Thames Valley Public Health Network at: 
http://www.oxsph.org/bulletins.html and the Wessex Public Health Network at:  
http://www.wessexphnetwork.org.uk/resources/public-health-updates.aspx  
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Alcohol misuse 
 
England's medical chief gives stark alcohol warning 
2nd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

England's chief medical officer says people must take personal responsibility for their 
drinking and consider cancer risks with each glass. Dame Sally Davies said when she 
reaches for a glass of wine she questions whether she wants the wine or to raise her 
risk of breast cancer. 
 
Drink-driving: Doctors' alliance calls for cut to limit 
29th January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

A group of doctors and health experts is urging the House of Lords to support a bill to 
lower the drink-driving limit across the whole of the UK. They want England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland brought in line with Scotland. 
 

Chronic conditions 
 
Cancer Drugs Fund 'should be managed better', say MPs 
5th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

A special NHS fund for cancer medicines in England needs to be managed more 
effectively, says a committee of MPs. In its report on the Cancer Drugs Fund, the Public 
Accounts Committee said it was unacceptable that the benefit to patients was still not 
clear. 
 
Cancer death rates down by 10% in 10 years 
4th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Cancer death rates in the UK have fallen by about 10% in the past 10 years, the latest 
figures show. In 2013, 284 out of every 100,000 people died from cancer. In 2003, it was 
312. Improvements in diagnosis and treatment are thought to be the reason. 
 
Just one hour of sitting down may increase diabetes risk by a fifth 
3rd February 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"Every extra hour sitting down can raise your risk of type 2 diabetes by a fifth," the Daily 
Mirror reports. The paper reports on a study that used an accelerometer – a device that 
tracks movement – to look at the effects of sedentary behaviour on type 2 diabetes risk. 
 
Weight loss in middle age: A warning sign of dementia? 
3rd February 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"How losing weight in middle age 'could be a sign of dementia'," the Daily Mail reports. A 
US study suggests there is an association between middle-age weight change and risk 
of mild cognitive impairment (MCI) – which, in some cases, can be an early sign of 
dementia. 
 
Proton beam cancer therapy 'effective with fewer side effects' 
29th January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35471958
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35428314
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35494660
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35491180
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/02February/Pages/Just-one-hour-of-sitting-down-may-increase-diabetes-risk-by-a-fifth.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/02February/Pages/weight-loss-in-middle-age-a-warning-sign-of-dementia.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35440016
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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A cancer treatment at the centre of an NHS controversy in 2014 causes fewer side 
effects in children than conventional radiotherapy, according to new research. The 
study, published in The Lancet Oncology, suggests proton beam therapy is as effective 
as other treatments. 
 
New clues that Alzheimer’s may have been spread during surgery 
27th January 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"Researchers have reported a second case that suggest [sic] Alzheimer's can be 
transmitted during medical treatments," the Mail Online reports. 
 

Communicable diseases 
 
Colombia links Zika to rare nerve disorder deaths 
5th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Colombia says three people have died after contracting the Zika virus and developing a 
rare nerve disorder. Health Minister Alejandro Gaviria said there was a "causal 
connection" between Zika, the Guillain-Barre disorder and the three deaths. 
 
Planes returning from Zika areas to be sprayed with insecticide 
5th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

As a precaution airlines are asked to use insecticide on all flights returning to the UK 
from countries with confirmed transmission of Zika 
 
Zika virus infection 'through sex' reported in US 
3rd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

A rare case of the Zika virus being transmitted through sex, not a mosquito bite, has 
been reported in the US. 
 
Zika-linked condition: WHO declares global emergency 
2nd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

A disease linked to the Zika virus in Latin America poses a global public health 
emergency requiring a united response, says the World Health Organization. 
 

Diet & nutrition 
 
Young women with high-fibre diet may have lower breast cancer risk 
2nd February 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"Teenage girls who get their five-a-day cut breast cancer risk by up to 25 per cent," the 
Daily Mirror reports. A US study suggests teenagers and young women who eat a high-
fibre diet based on eating plenty of fruit and vegetables have a reduced risk of breast 
cancer in later life. 
 
High-flavonoid foods, like berries and apples, 'prevent weight gain' 
29th January 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/01January/Pages/New-clues-that-Alzheimers-may-have-been-spread-during-surgery.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35506726
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/planes-returning-from-zika-areas-to-be-sprayed-with-insecticide
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-35478778
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35459797
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/02February/Pages/Young-women-who-eat-lots-of-fibre-have-lower-breast-cancer-risk.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/01January/Pages/High-flavonoid%20foods-like-berries-and-apples-prevents-weight-gain.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
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"Get fruity to get fit: Eat more berries to beat a big belly," The Sun reports. The advice is 
based on the findings of a major new study looking at the effects of foods rich in the 
compound flavonoid, such as berries and apples, on body weight. 
 

Drug Misuse 
 
Landmark law to tackle psychoactive substances passed 
28th January 2016 Source: Home Office www.gov.uk 
 

A landmark Bill to end the trade in harmful psychoactive substances and protect young 
people in the UK from the risks posed by these drugs received Royal Assent today. The 
Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 will prohibit the production, supply and importation of 
these potentially dangerous drugs. 
 

Environmental health 
 
No safe way to suntan, new NICE guidance warns 
9th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

There is no safe or healthy way to get a tan from sunlight, new guidance from the 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has warned. The health 
watchdog's latest guidance also says an existing tan provides little protection against 
sun exposure. 
 
Legionnaires' disease: guidance, data and analysis 
8th February 2016 Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 

The symptoms, diagnosis, management, surveillance and epidemiology of Legionnaires' 
disease. 
 
Bed-bug DNA scanned for vulnerabilities 
4th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Scientists have sequenced the entire genome of the bed bug to help work out how to 
eliminate the pest, which has been developing resistance to existing insecticide sprays. 
The findings, in Nature Communications, show how the parasite has adapted to survive 
by making detoxifying enzymes that destroy pesticides. 
 

Health services administration 
 
Record rise in NHS dissatisfaction levels - survey says 
9th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The biggest ever rise in public dissatisfaction with the NHS was recorded last year, 
according to a long-running survey. The British Social Attitudes Survey has been 
tracking satisfaction since 1983. 
 
NHS to get £4bn in drive for 'paperless' health service 
7th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The government has launched its latest attempt to improve the use of technology in the 
NHS in England. The aim is to create a paperless service that would be more 
convenient for patients, and help doctors to provide faster diagnoses. More than £4bn 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-law-to-tackle-psychoactive-substances-passed
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-35529596
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/legionnaires-disease-guidance-data-and-analysis
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35459799
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35527318
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35514382
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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has been set aside for areas such as electronic records and online appointments, 
prescriptions and consultations. 
 
Hospital bed-blocking 'costs' NHS England £900m a year 
5th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Delays in discharging patients out of hospital after treatment could be costing the NHS in 
England £900m a year, an independent review has said. Labour peer Lord Carter's 
report found nearly one in 10 beds was taken by someone medically fit to be released. 
 
Productivity in NHS hospitals 
5th February 2016 Source: Department of Health www.gov.uk 
 

Lord Carter's review of efficiency in hospitals shows how large savings can be made by 
the NHS. 
 
GP pressures: We are failing patients - doctors' leader 
3rd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Pressures on GPs in England and Wales are so great they feel they are failing patients 
and potentially providing unsafe care, doctors leaders say. 
 
Next week's junior doctor strike on 
1st February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Next week's strike by junior doctors in England will go ahead as talks with the 
government have failed to reach a solution - but union leaders say medics will provide 
emergency cover. 
 
A&Es struggle after 'sharp rise' in demand 
29th January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

A "sharp rise" in demand in A&E units is causing real problems for hospitals, NHS 
bosses are warning. The BBC has learnt some NHS trusts have even had to take 
extreme measures to cope with the "exceptional" pressures.  
 
Putting community pharmacy at the heart of the NHS 
27th January 2016 Source: NHS News  www.gov.uk 
 

The government wants to better integrate community pharmacy into primary care. The 
letter from DH and NHS England to the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee 
and the pharmacy sector marked the start of the consultation process on community 
pharmacy in 2016 to 2017. 
 

Infant & child health 
 
Heads warn over pupils' untreated mental health issues 
8th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Children's untreated mental health issues could spiral into psychiatric problems later in 
life unless more is done in schools, say head teachers. The National Association of 
Head Teachers says with a fifth of children having a mental health problem before age 
11, it is a key concern. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35481849
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/productivity-in-nhs-hospitals
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35479749
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35462117
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35440422
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/putting-community-pharmacy-at-the-heart-of-the-nhs
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-35502394
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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Care for bereaved parents 'must improve' 
4th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
Bereavement services for families whose babies are stillborn or die shortly after birth are 
"not good enough", a government health minister has said. It follows an investigation by 
Conservative MP Antoinette Sandbach who found services were "patchy" with some 
parents unable to access help. 
 
Flooding and resilience: the role of children and young people 
4th February 2016 Source: ESRC www.esrc.ac.uk 
 

Understanding children’s perspectives is a vital part of the process of building resilience. 
A better understanding of how flooding and other disasters affect children and young 
people can inform more effective policy, enhance resilience and reduce the impact of 
future emergencies. 
 
Narcolepsy boy wins £120k swine flu vaccine damages 
3rd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
A boy with a rare sleeping illness caused by a swine flu vaccine has won £120,000 in 
damages. 
 
NHS England 'must monitor waits for autism diagnosis' 
2nd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The amount of time it takes for autism to be diagnosed should be monitored by NHS 
England, the National Autistic Society (NAS) says. The charity says delays between 
being referred to an autism specialist and diagnosis are "unacceptably long" and putting 
"families into crisis". 
 
UK 'world's worst' at breastfeeding 
29th January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Rates of breastfeeding in the UK are the lowest in the world, an international study 
shows. The data, published in the Lancet, shows that only one in 200 women - or 0.5% - 
is still doing any degree of breastfeeding after a year. 
 
'Youngest' conjoined sisters separated at Swiss hospital in Bern 
31st January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Doctors in Switzerland say they have separated eight-day-old conjoined sisters, believed 
to be the youngest babies to be successfully parted. The twins, born in December, were 
fused at the liver and chest. 
 

Mental health 
 
Mental health beds search 'a scandal' 
9th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The practice of sending mentally ill adults in England long distances for care is 
unacceptable and must end, a report by experts says. 
 
Arts for health and wellbeing: an evaluation framework 
4th February 2016 Source: Public Health Englands www.gov.uk 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35486047
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/news/news-items/flooding-and-resilience-the-role-of-children-and-young-people/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-35472926
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35460995
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35438049
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-35454476
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35521180
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/arts-for-health-and-wellbeing-an-evaluation-framework
http://www.gov.uk/
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The arts (…) are increasingly recognised as having the potential to support health and 
wellbeing. However, in order for arts to be included in commissioning of health and 
social care services, there needs to be (…) a standard framework for reporting of project 
activities that will strengthen understanding of what works in specific contexts and 
enable realistic assessment and appropriate comparisons to be made between 
programmes. 
 
'Suicide prevention app' trial 
4th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

An NHS mental health trust is working with US researchers to develop an app that may 
stop people from killing themselves. Liverpool-based Merseycare and Stanford 
University have been in talks on how the technology could work. 
 
UK suicides registered in 2014 
4th February 2016 Source: Office for National Statistics www.gov.uk 
 

Suicide rates by age, sex and region. Also includes suicide methods. 
 
People aged 65 to 79 'happiest of all', study suggests 
2nd February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The survey of more than 300,000 adults across the UK found life satisfaction, happiness 
and feeling life was worthwhile all peaked in that age bracket, but declined in the over-
80s. 
 
Antidepressants linked to suicide and aggression in teens 
28th January 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"Antidepressant use doubles the risk of suicide in under 18s and the risks to adults may 
have been seriously underestimated," The Daily Telegraph reports. 
 

Older people 
 
Care homes and the NHS: The silent scandal? 
1st February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

The plight of care home residents has pretty much slipped below the radar in recent 
years. While there is close scrutiny of everything from A&E waiting times to access to 
the latest cancer drugs, the support - or rather lack of it - care home residents receive 
from the NHS has gone almost unnoticed. 
 
Older people encouraged to get vaccinated to avoid painful shingles 
1st February 2016 Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 

PHE’s call for eligible people to get vaccine comes after figures show drop in coverage. 
 
Loneliness a major public health concern, say councils 
28th January 2016 Source: Local Government Association www.local.gov.uk 
 

Loneliness needs to be recognised as a major public health concern, with fears it could 
pile further strain on to local services, unless action is taken, councils are warning. The 
Local Government Association said there is thought to be more than one million people 
aged over 65 who are lonely – around 10-13 per cent of older people. In addition to the 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35485176
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-suicides-registered-in-2014
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-35471624
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/01January/Pages/Antidepressants-linked-to-suicide-and-aggression-in-teens.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35462112
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/older-people-encouraged-to-get-vaccinated-to-avoid-painful-shingles
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/media-releases/-/journal_content/56/10180/7666077/NEWS
http://www.local.gov.uk/
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personal suffering caused, loneliness is heaping pressure on council and health 
services, as it is often the tipping point for referrals to adult social care and cause for a 
significant number of GP visits. 
 

Physical activity 
 
Hollywood tackles concussion head-on 
6th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

There is a lot we don't understand about the impact of head injuries in sport but a new 
Hollywood film called Concussion, starring Will Smith, aims to change that. Over the last 
few years, American Football has had to face up to the fact that repeated head 
collisions, which are a major feature of the sport, can have serious long-term health 
consequences 
 

Safety & accident prevention 
 
Safety recall of St John's Wort tablets 
8th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Packets of St John's Wort tablets are being recalled in the UK as a safety precaution 
after six batches were found to be contaminated with a toxin. 
 

Screening 
 
Hope that blood test 'could diagnose five types of cancer' 
8th February 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

"A new blood test that detects five different forms of cancer is one step closer to 
becoming a reality and could save millions of lives around the world," the Mail Online 
reports. The test looks for abnormal changes in DNA – what is described as a DNA 
signature. 
 
Prostate cancer awareness programme campaign 
5th February 2016 Source: Department of Health www.gov.uk 
 

The department's response to recommendations from UK National Screening 
Committee against a screening programme for prostate cancer. 
 
Breast screening: professional guidance 
29th January 2016 Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 

Leaflets, standards and guidance for health professionals, managers and 
commissioners working in the NHS breast screening programme. 
 
Rubella susceptibility screening in pregnancy to end in England 
27th January 2016 Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 

Public Health England will end rubella (German measles) susceptibility screening in 
pregnancy in England on 1 April 2016. 
 

Sexual health 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35504086
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35523020
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/02February/Pages/Hopes-new-blood-test-could-diagnose-five-types-of-cancer.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prostate-cancer-awareness-programme-campaign
http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/breast-screening-professional-guidance
http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rubella-susceptibility-screening-in-pregnancy-to-end-in-england
http://www.gov.uk/
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Mutant sperm-factories spread in testes 
9th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Mutant sperm-factories spread in men's testicles as they age to increase the risk of 
children with genetic diseases, researchers have shown. 
 
Female genital mutilation prevention week of action 
8th February 2016 Source: Department of Health www.gov.uk 
 

Dedicated FGM prevention week aims to raise awareness of ongoing need to protect 
girls and women from this harmful and illegal practice. 
 
FGM: mandatory reporting in healthcare 
8th February 2016 Source: Department of Health www.gov.uk 
 

Resources explaining healthcare professionals' duty to report cases of female genital 
mutilation (FGM) in girls under 18. 
 

Smoking 
 
Smoking bans linked to fewer heart attacks and strokes 
4th February 2016 Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk 
 

The headline refers to a review of the effects of smoking bans in 21 countries, including 
England and Scotland. This found fewer admissions to hospitals for heart attacks and 
strokes following smoking bans. However, the bans didn't appear to encourage more 
people to stop smoking. 
 
Do e-cigarettes make it harder to stop smoking? 
6th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

People trying to give up smoking often use e-cigarettes to help wean themselves off 
tobacco. Most experts think they are safer than cigarettes but a surprising paper was 
published recently - it suggests that people who use e-cigarettes are less successful at 
giving up smoking than those who don't. 
 

Social & economic issues 
 
Short home care visits 'plague system' 
29th January 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Unacceptably short 15-minute home care visits to elderly and disabled people are still 
plaguing the care system in England, a report suggests. Research by Unison found 
"distressing" cases of care being compromised after surveying councils and care 
workers. 
 

Statistics 
 
Cosmetic surgery ops on the rise 
8th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35525889
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/female-genital-mutilation-prevention-week-of-action
http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fgm-mandatory-reporting-in-healthcare
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/news/2016/02February/Pages/smoking-ban-prevents-heart-attacks-stroke.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-35506414
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35411702
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35501487
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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There was a sharp increase in the popularity of cosmetic surgery in the UK in 2015, 
figures show.The British Association of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons (Baaps) said there 
were 51,140 surgical procedures last year - up from 45,406 the year before. 
 

Women’s health 
 
FGM: Mental health services 'to be developed' 
6th February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

Mental health services will be developed to provide specialised support for victims of 
female genital mutilation in England. 
 
Scientists get 'gene editing' go-ahead 
1st February 2016 Source: BBC Health  www.bbc.co.uk 
 

UK scientists have been given the go-ahead by the fertility regulator to genetically 
modify human embryos. The research will take place at the Francis Crick Institute in 
London and aims to provide a deeper understanding of the earliest moments of human 
life. The experiments will take place in the first seven days after fertilisation and could 
explain what goes wrong in miscarriage. It will be illegal for the scientists to implant the 
embryos into a woman. 
 

Local news: [] 

 

 
 
 

 

*This bulletin contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government 
Licence v2.0 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35509122
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35459054
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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Other Bulletins 
 

Super Six Bulletin 
This is a weekly Bulletin that details original articles in the BMJ, JAMA, New England Journal of 
Medicine and The Lancet, Annals of Internal Medicine and Annals of Emergency Medicine 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/rss-newsfeed-menu/medicine/big-four-bulletin/ 
 

 

Daily Health Bulletin 
The Daily Health Bulletin is produced by the Knowledge Service of the West and South Yorkshire 
and Bassetlaw Commissioning Support Unit. 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/daily-health-bulletin/ 
 

 

Healthcare Public Health 
 

Monthly bulletin containing news and information about key public health issues including health 
service commissioning, updates from Public Health England, local authorities, Faculty of Public 
Health and others agencies, resources and good practice.  
 

http://www.healthcarepublichealth.net/newsletters.php 
 

 

 

NICE Public Health Evidence Awareness Bulletin 
This is a monthly update highlighting national public health news and information from NICE. 
http://www.nice.org.uk/News/NICE-newsletters-and-alerts  
 

 

PHE Bulletin (Public Health England) 
The PHE Bulletin is issued monthly and contains public health news and information. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/phe-bulletin 
 

 

Public Health and Social Care Bulletin 
This is published weekly and created by Kent & Medway Public Health Observatory. It provides an 
update on what is new in public health and social care, both nationally and locally. 
http://www.kpho.org.uk/library-services/keeping-up-to-date/e-bulletin-archive  
 

 

 
Public Health Bulletin by NHS Libraries in Thames Valley and Wessex is licensed  
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License. 
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