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Public Health Bulletin. 09 December 2014 
Produced by NHS libraries in Thames Valley and Wess ex  
 
Please find below a list of news items from the past fortnight that may be of interest to 
those involved in public health. This Bulletin provides topical news and reports of 
relevance to public health teams, community health practitioners and anyone with an 
interest in health promotion.  All content and links are provided for information only and 
we do not sponsor, endorse or otherwise approve of any mentioned website or the 
contents of the news items. Please refer to the terms and conditions of the relevant 
website should you wish to reproduce any of the information. 
 
Details of alternative current awareness services which cover more academic/specialist 
sources of information can be found in the section Other Bulletins.  Your local NHS 
library service can assist you in accessing other current awareness services/tailored 
alerts, locating peer reviewed journal articles and answer any other queries you may 
have regarding finding information. 
 
The information about each news item only gives a brief overview so we recommend 
you view the original source by clicking on the title (or Ctrl+Click in the word document). 
 
Please contact your local NHS library service if you no longer wish to receive this 
Bulletin, or if you know of anyone else who would like to join the mailing list. The 
Bulletins are available on the Wessex Public Health Network website at: 
http://www.wessexphnetwork.org.uk/resources/public-health-updates.aspx  
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Alcohol misuse 
 
Alcohol price law 'could save £900m'  
08 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk  
 
Setting a minimum alcohol price of 50p per unit could save Wales nearly £900m over 20 
years by cutting crime and illness, a report claims. 
 
The Scottish Health Survey 2013: Volume 1: Main rep ort   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk  
 
The reports presents statistics on general health, mental health, dental health, alcohol 
consumption, smoking, diet, physical activity, obesity, long-term conditions and multiple 
risks. Key findings are presented alongside trends, some of which extend back nearly 
two decades 
 
BBC comment: Scottish alcohol consumption falling 
08 December 2014 Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
Alcohol consumption in Scotland fell by the equivalent of 38 million pints of beer a year 
over the past five years, a report shows. 
 
Black and ethnic minority groups 
 
Ethnicity, health and the private rented sector   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Evidence shows that homes in the private rented sector in England are in poorer 
physical condition compared to owner-occupied or social rented sector homes, whilst the 
recession has led to rising levels of insecurity within the sector, which may also have an 
impact on the health of residents. 
 
 
Chronic conditions 
 
Lancet Commission warns of rise in number of deaths from liver disease  
9 November    Source: The Lancet www.thelancet.com  
 
The findings of the Lancet Commission warn that a rising number of deaths from liver 
disease will be unavoidable unless there are radical improvements in detection and 
treatment. 
Alcohol Concern response: Lancet Liver Disease report  
NHS Choices summary: Ten-point plan to tackle liver disease published  
 
Diabetes Improvement plan launched by Scottish Gove rnment  
28 November  Source: The Scottish Government http://news.scotland.gov.uk  
 
A new strategy to improve early detection and treatment for diabetes has been launched 
by the Scottish Government. 
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Healthier lives: Diabetes   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
This data tool from Public Health England allows you to compare GP practices or CCGs 
for treatment, care process and prevalence of diabetes. 
 
Patients still needlessly dying of lung cancer due to local variations in care  
02 December 2014  Source: Royal College of Physicians https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk  
 
Results from the National Lung Cancer Audit (NLCA) published today show that a 
substantial number of patients are needlessly dying of lung cancer as a result of local 
variation in care. While some patients may not be eligible or able to have surgery but 
can receive radiotherapy, surgical treatment represents the best chance of cure of the 
disease.  However, the proportion of patients with early stage lung cancer who receive 
surgery varies from 33.0 per cent to 63.0 per cent when measured at Network level (with 
even greater variation at Trust level). 
 
 
Communicable diseases 
 
Ebola risk remains low as PHE publishes first month ly Ebola summary  
05 December 2014   Source: Public health England www.gov.uk  
 
Public Health England (PHE) is continuing to work with government and NHS colleagues 
to ensure the UK remains alert to, and prepared for the risk of Ebola, but the overall risk 
of Ebola remains very low in the UK. 
 
 
Diet & nutrition 
 
Early nutrition for later health: Time to act earli er  
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
This report makes the case for giving greater priority to nutrition guidance in 
preconception and pregnancy, during this critical 'window of opportunity' to improve the 
health of the next generation. 
 
PHE supports initiatives from the FSA to reduce cam pylobacter infections  
27 November 2014   Source: Public health England www.gov.uk 
 
There are around 70,000 confirmed infections in people each year, the highest of all 
bacterial gastrointestinal illnesses. The real number of people who develop illness is a 
lot higher (up to half-a-million) as the illness is self-limiting and most people will not visit 
their doctor.  
 
Majority of supermarket chickens carry food bug  
28 November 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
“More than 70% of fresh chickens being sold in the UK are contaminated,” BBC News 
reports. A Food Standards Agency (FSA) investigation found worryingly high levels of 
contamination with the campylobacter bug, which can cause food poisoning, on 



4 
 

chickens being sold across the country. The Guardian reported a food scientist, 
Professor Tim Lang, calling for a “boycott of supermarket chicken because of 
'scandalous' levels of contamination”. 
 
Let's talk about meat: changing dietary behaviour f or the 21st century   
Dec 03, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Strong evidence now exists of the need to shift diets towards reduced levels of meat-
eating among high consuming countries like the UK to help address climate change, 
promote public health and help feed the world more fairly and humanely. But 
understanding how to achieve this dietary behaviour change has not yet received the 
attention it deserves. This report intends to stimulate engagement and action towards 
addressing this important question 
 
Tomorrow's healthy society: Research priorities for  foods and diets  
Dec 03, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Healthy diets play a role in health promotion and disease prevention, and this is 
increasingly recognised as crucial, both socially and economically, in the face of strained 
healthcare systems, an ageing population, and the high individual and economic costs of 
diseases. The Foresight study 'Tomorrow's healthy society research priorities for foods 
and diets' was initiated to inform the selection of research challenges that will receive 
funding under the Horizon 2020 programme 
 
 
Disability 
 
Accessible Britain Challenge: toolkits on creating inclusive communities for 
disabled people  
3 December 2014   Source Department for Work and Pensions www.gov.uk  
 
Toolkits with advice for organisations and individuals to help disabled people become full 
and active participants in their community. 
 
 
Drug Misuse 
 
Drug recovery rates showing signs of slowing  
27 November 2014   Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 
A new Public Health England (PHE) report out today (27 November 2014), Drug 
treatment in England 2013 to 2014, reveals signs of a slowing in the rate of people 
successfully overcoming their addiction, following years of treatment service figures 
overall showing a positive trend.  
 
 
Environmental health 
 
Europe's cities still suffering from harmful air po llution  
19 November 2014  Source European Environment Agency www.eea.europa.eu  
Report from the EU on air pollution in European cities. 
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Emergency planning 
 
Chief Medical Officer Sally Davies describes NHS pr eparedness should Ebola 
reach the UK  
28 November 2014   Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 
Short video of CMO Sally Davies on NHS preparedness for infection diseases 
 
 
Health promotion 
 
Making every contact count: Taking every opportunit y to improve health and 
wellbeing   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
How do we make the most of each and every opportunity to help people improve their 
health and wellbeing? Making every contact count (MECC) is an approach to improving 
health and reducing health inequalities developed by the NHS and local government. 
 
 
Health protection 
 
Ebola vaccine shows promise in human trials  
27 November 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news 
 
“Ebola vaccine trial results promising, says manufacturer,” The Guardian reports. Initial 
results from a trial involving 20 healthy adults found that the vaccine seems to be safe. 
The trial was what is known as a phase one trial, which is designed to test if a drug or 
intervention is safe, rather than whether it is effective against Ebola. 
 
Vaccinate toddlers against flu advises Chief Medica l Officer  
28 November 2014   Source: Department of Health www.gov.uk  
 
Parents should get their toddlers vaccinated against flu now to protect them from severe 
illness the Chief Medical Officer has advised. 
 
High uptake of the shingles vaccine in the first ye ar of the programme  
04 December 2014   Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk  
 
The new vaccination programme, which was launched in September 2013, was offered 
to adults who were aged 70 and 79 years old on 1 September of that year.  
Uptake for the first year of the new programme shows that almost 62% of 70 year olds 
and almost 60% of 79 year olds received the shingles vaccine. Most of those received 
the vaccine during the first few months of the programme, during the seasonal influenza 
vaccination campaign.  
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First monthly flu vaccination figures released  
28 November 2014   Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 
Almost 2 months since the launch of the seasonal flu vaccine campaign, the first 
monthly uptake figures show an encouraging start, but Public Health England (PHE) is 
urging all at risk people not to ‘put off’ getting the vaccination until flu is circulating more 
widely.  
 
Chikungunya cases increase in the Caribbean  
28 November 2014   Source: Public Health England www.gov.uk 
 
Public Health England (PHE) has been monitoring confirmed cases of chikungunya, 
which is reportedly on the increase in the Caribbean. PHE has been made aware of 197 
cases so far in 2014, 162 cases of which have been associated with travel to the 
Caribbean and South and Central America. The countries from which cases have been 
most frequently reported include Jamaica, Barbados and Grenada. 

 
 
Health services administration 
 
GP 'disgust' at watchdog errors  
05 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
GPs have told the BBC their reputations have been "tarnished by incompetence" from 
the health watchdog. 
View the original CQC report:  
 
Voices from the frontline.  
November 14  Source: Meam http://meam.org.uk  
 
A report from Making Every Adult Matter giving voice to the experience of adults with 
multiple needs, about their experiences of the health and social care system. 
 
CQC seeks views on its new approach to regulating d ental, independent 
healthcare and ambulance services  
28 November 2014   Source: CQC http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 
 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is asking people who run and use health and care 
services for views on the regulator’s plans for inspecting primary care dental services, 
and inspecting and rating ambulance and independent healthcare services. 
 
New NHS regulations to improve openness and transpa rency  
27 November 2014   Source: CQC http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 
 
Today (27 November) is the first day that CQC will be enforcing two new regulations for 
the NHS. This follows our announcement last week about the publication of guidance for 
NHS organisations to help them meet the requirements of the duty of candour and fit 
and proper persons requirement. 
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National A&E patient survey says services are large ly caring  
2 December 2014   Source: CQC http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 
 
A national Accident and Emergency (A&E) survey says 8 out of 10 respondents rate 
their overall experience as good (giving it 7 or more out of 10) with only 3 per cent of 
patients saying the doctor or nurse who treated them did not listen to what they had to 
say 
 
Intelligent monitoring of GP practices- data update  
5 December 2014   Source: CQC http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 
 
We have sent the below briefing letter to stakeholders regarding some updates we are 
making to the data in our intelligent monitoring of GP practices. Last month, as part of 
our new approach to inspecting and regulating general practice, we launched GP 
Intelligent Monitoring (IM),  
 
 
New models of out-of-hours GP care could reduce A&E  attendances in England  
4 December 2014   Source: Monitor www.gov.uk  
 
Pressure on over-crowded A&E departments could be reduced if patients requiring out-
of-hours urgent care were encouraged to see a GP based in or near the hospital first, 
according to Monitor. 
 
RCP reaffirms position against assisted dying  
27 November 2014,   Source: Royal College of Physicians https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk  
 
A survey of the fellows and members of the Royal College of Physicians (RCP) has 
shown that a majority of respondents still do not support a change in the law on assisted 
dying. This broadly reflects the overarching result of the RCP’s 2006 survey, although 
the number taking this position has fallen. The RCP recognises that this is a difficult and 
personal issue for doctors and society, and therefore RCP Council felt it was important 
to consult fellows and members. 
 
Text alerts 'help prompt people to take their pills ' 
08 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
"A text messaging service could help people remember to take the medicines they have 
been prescribed," BBC News reports, after a small trial scheme in London helped 
increase drug adherence in people with cardiovascular disease. 
 
 
HIV & AIDS 
 
Elton and Public Health England join forces on Worl d AIDS Day  
01 December 2014   Source: Public health England www.gov.uk 
 
The Elton John AIDS Foundation and Public Health England (PHE) have today (1 
December 2014) announced that they will be working in joint collaboration on an exciting 
project that will address the issue of late diagnosis of people with HIV. 
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The end of AIDS? Science Museum display developed w ith NCB  
05 December 2014   Source: BASHH http://www.bashh.org  
 
The Science Museum and the National Children’s Bureau have involved young people 
living with HIV in developing content for an exciting new display case. The end of AIDS? 
will be on show until late February 2015 and will be seen by thousands of visitors to the 
museum's popular Who Am I? gallery. 
 
HIV evolving into less deadly form  
02 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news 
 
“HIV is evolving to become less deadly and less infectious,” BBC News reports.  
A new study showed that HIV adapts to a person’s immune system, and that some of 
these adaptations may reduce the virulence of the virus.  
 
 
Infant & child health 
 
Antibiotics in fetal and early life and subsequent childhood asthma: nationwide 
population based study with sibling analysis  
Source: Medicines Awareness Service NICE 
28 November 2014  Published in: British Medical Journal  
 
The authors of this research conclude that previously observed positive associations 
between antibiotic exposure in foetal life and childhood asthma may have been caused 
by confounding by shared familial factors, in addition to confounding by indication.  
 
More breastfeeding 'would save NHS millions'  
05 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
"Increase in breastfeeding could save NHS £40m a year," The Independent reports after 
a recent economic modelling study projected a reduction in childhood diseases and 
breast cancer rates would lead to considerable savings for the health service. 
 
Working time of mothers linked to preschoolers risk  of gaining excess weight   
Nov 27, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk  
 
Researchers from the University of Illinois have found an association between the 
number of hours a mother works and the risk preschoolers gaining excess weight over a 
year 
 
 
Mental health 
 
Deputy PM announces £150m investment to transform t reatment for eating 
disorders  
2 December 2014   Source: Deputy Prime Minister's Office www.gov.uk  
 
The new investment will radically reform the treatment of children and young people with 
eating disorders and pave the way for new waiting time standards 
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Lack of sleep linked to negative thinking  
08 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news 
 
“Feeling anxious? Go to bed earlier: Getting more sleep really can calm the mind,” 
reports the Mail Online.   However, if you’re more of a "glass half-empty" sort of person, 
the headline could have read “feeling anxious affects your sleep” – which is an equally 
valid interpretation of the same results. 
 
Dementia patients 'lack proper care'  
01 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
Dementia sufferers are not getting the care they need because the condition is not 
recognised as a terminal illness, two leading charities claim 
 
'Long wait' for abuse counselling  
09 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
Victims of historical sexual abuse are having to wait up to three years for counselling, a 
charity claims. 
 
Measuring national well-being- Exploring the well-b eing of young people in the 
UK, 2014  
Dec 03, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
As many have yet to make 'the transitions historically associated with adult status', such 
as marriage and parenthood, the aspects of life affecting a young person's well-being 
will differ from those of the rest of the adult population, and those that are the same may 
differ in their impact. 
 
Mental health for sustainable development   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
This report sets out three important arguments of why mental health matters globally 
and why development activity will not be truly successful without tackling mental health 
issues: health case, social and economic case and human rights case 

 
 
Obesity 
 
How the world could better fight obesity  
November 2014   Source: McKinsey Global Institute www.mckinsey.com   
 
Obesity is a critical global issue that requires a comprehensive, international intervention 
strategy. More than 2.1 billion people—nearly 30 percent of the global population—are 
overweight or obese. Full report available.  
 
UK 'among worst' for cancer linked to obesity  
27 November 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
 “Britain almost the worst in the world for obesity-fuelled cancer,” reports The Daily 
Telegraph. 
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This and other headlines report on the outcome of an international study into the rate of 
obesity-related cancers.  
 
Weight loss surgery 'not a quick fix' for good heal th 
02 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news 
 
"Weight loss surgery isn't just a quick fix to becoming healthy –  you have to exercise 
too," the Mail Online reports.  Weight loss surgery, such as fitting a gastric band, usually 
results in significant weight loss.  But this weight loss doesn't automatically lead to 
improvements in important markers for metabolic health, such as insulin sensitivity. 
 
Obesity could 'rob you' of 20 years of health  
05 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
"Obesity knocks 20 years of good health off your life and can accelerate death by eight 
years," the Mail Online reports.  
A study has estimated very obese men aged 20 to 39, with a body mass index (BMI) of 
35 or above, have a reduced life expectancy of eight years.  
 
Smokers and obese face surgery bar  

03 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk  
 
The NHS in Devon says smokers and the morbidly obese will be refused routine surgery 
in a drive to cut costs. 
 
What are your information needs in obesity?  
3 December 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
What is good or bad about the information you have access to for obesity reduction and 
prevention? We want to hear about what kind of information you use in your daily work, 
what problems you have in getting hold of the information you need 
 
Child overweight and obesity Initial findings from the Millennium Cohort Study 
Age 11 survey   
Nov 28, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
One in five children born in the UK at the beginning of the new century was obese by the 
age of 11, a new study shows. 
 
 
Older people 
 
Elderly 'need to drink more fluid'  

03 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk  
 
One in five older people living in care homes does not drink enough fluid, research 
suggests. 
 
 



11 
 

Physical activity 
 
New Active People Survey Data   
Source: PHE Obesity Knowledge and Intelligence website www.noo.org.uk  
 
New Active People Survey (APS) data from APS7 Quarter 2 to APS8 Quarter 1, January 
2013 - January 2014 is now available. The data show the percentage of individuals who 
met the Chief Medical Officer’s recommended guidelines on levels of physical activity (at 
least 150 minutes a week), and the percentage of individuals who were inactive (less 
than 30 minutes a week).  
 
Call to "redefine" physical activity  
08 December 2014 Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
A leading sports medicine consultant says schools should "redefine" physical activity, 
focussing on low-level effort rather than strenuous exercise 
 
 
Screening 
 
'Screen more' for cancer risk genes  
01 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
More people in high risk groups should be screened for breast cancer risk genes, say 
British researchers. 
 
Controversial DNA test comes to UK  
02 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
A personal DNA test that has sparked controversy in the US has launched in the UK. 
 
 
Sexual health 
 
FPA joins call for “back off” buffer zones outside abortion clinics   
28th November, 2014   Source: http://www.fpa.org.uk  
 
The UK’s leading sexual health charity FPA has joined a coalition of organisations 
calling for buffer zones to be set up around abortion clinics to prevent women being 
intimidated and harassed by protestors. 
 
 
Smoking 
 
Children experimenting with e-cigarettes, new resea rch finds  
03 December 2014   Source: Welsh Government  wales.gov.uk    
 
Young children across Wales are experimenting with e-cigarettes, a research study 
published by the Welsh Government today (Wednesday 3rd December) reveals. 
The findings show 6% of 10 to 11-year-old children report having used an e-cigarette. 
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Smokers and obese face surgery bar  
03 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
The NHS in Devon says smokers and the morbidly obese will be refused routine surgery 
in a drive to cut costs. 
 
What are the facts on e-cigarettes? 16-17 year olds  ask experts to explain the 
details....   
Dec 03, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Primary Care and Public Health recently 
held a roundtable meeting to discuss the key issues around e-cigarette use in children. 
Attending the meeting were policymakers, public health experts and a group of 16-17-
year-olds. 
 
Japanese officials to investigate health impact of e-cigarettes   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Researchers at Japan's National Institute for Public Health have found that e-cigarettes 
could contain up to 10 times the amount of formaldehyde than conventional cigarettes. 
This has caused Japanese officials to launch an investigation into the possible health 
impacts of smoking e-cigarettes. 
 
Cancer Research UK calls for standardised cigarette  packs   
Dec 02, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
The 1st December 2014 marked two years since plain, standardised packaging was 
introduced in Australia. Since the introduction there has been a fall in smoking rates and, 
despite the contrary, no sign of illegal tobacco. Cancer Research UK is calling for UK 
government to introduce standards packs here without delay. 
 
 
Social & economic issues 
 
Financial abuse too often “invisible” in abusive re lationships  
25 November 2014   Source: Citizens Advice http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk   
 
Controlling money, controlling lives is a report from CAB explaining how financial abuse 
can be part of a wider pattern of domestic abuse, including physical violence. 
 
Public health needs to focus on breaking social hab its and practices in the fight 
against NCDs   
Nov 27, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Researchers from British universities and public health institutions have stated public 
health policy needs to shift focus if it is going to tackle lifestyle diseases. The team 
suggest that social norms need to be broken, for example smoking was decoupled from 
drinking 
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12% of an individual's risk of developing diabetes comes from the neighbourhood 
environment   
Nov 27, 2014   Source UK Health Forum http://www.ukhealthforum.org.uk 
 
Researchers from Drexel University in Philadelphia have been investigating how 
neighbourhoods can impact the risk of diabetes. The study found that a person's 
physical and social environment (PSE) score was indicative of their risk of developing 
diabetes. 
 
 
Statistics  
 
Adult Smoking Habits in Great Britain, 2013  
November 2014  Source: Office of National Statistics 
 
The proportion of the GB adult population who smoke cigarettes has fallen by more than 
a half in the last 40 years, from 46% in 1974 to 19% in 2013. Not only have fewer people 
taken up smoking, but more of those who did smoke have quit. 
 
Halving of malaria deaths celebrated  
09 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
Global efforts over the past decade have halved the number of people dying from 
malaria - a tremendous achievement, says the World Health Organization. 
 
 
Women’s health 
 
Effectiveness of folic acid supplementation in preg nancy on reducing the risk of 
small-for-gestational age neonates: a population st udy, systematic review and 
meta-analysis   
Source: Medicines Awareness Service, NICE 
3 October 14  Published in: British Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology  
 
Review of 39,416 pregnancies, of which folic acid was commenced before conception in 
10,036 cases, found preconception commencement was linked to reduced risk of being 
small for gestational age (SGA). In contrast, postconception folate had no significant 
effect on SGA rates.  
 
NICE recommends home births for some mums  
03 December 2014   Source: NHS Choices www.nhs.uk/news  
 
Home births have dominated the UK media today, following the publication of 
guidance by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) on the care of 
healthy women and their babies during childbirth. The main talking point was the 
recommendation that women thought to have a low risk of pregnancy complications 
would be better served by giving birth at home or at a midwife-led unit, rather than at 
hospital. 
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Maternal death rates 'are falling'  
09 December 2014   Source: BBC Health News www.bbc.co.uk 
 
The proportion of women who die during pregnancy, and in the weeks afterwards, has 
fallen in the UK, figures show. 
 
 
Local news: [] 

 

 
 
 
 
 

*This bulletin contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government 
Licence v2.0 
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Other Bulletins 
 

Big Four Bulletin 
This is a weekly Bulletin that details original articles in the BMJ, JAMA, New England Journal of 
Medicine and The Lancet. 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/rss-newsfeed-menu/medicine/big-four-bulletin/ 
 
 

Daily Health Bulletin 
The Daily Health Bulletin is produced by the Knowledge Service of the West and South Yorkshire 
and Bassetlaw Commissioning Support Unit. 
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/cash-service/daily-health-bulletin/ 
 
 

NICE Public Health Awareness Bulletin 
This is a monthly update highlighting national public health news and information from NICE. 
https://www.evidence.nhs.uk/about-evidence-services/bulletins-and-alerts/whats-new-in-public-
health/public-health-bulletin-archive 
 
 

PHE Bulletin (Public Health England) 
The PHE Bulletin is issued monthly and contains public health news and information. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/phe-bulletin 
 
 

Public Health and Social Care Bulletin 
This is published weekly and created by Kent & Medway Public Health Observatory. It provides an 
update on what is new in public health and social care, both nationally and locally. 
http://www.kmpho.nhs.uk/events-and-updates/bulletins/bulletins-archive/ 
 

 

 


